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Merging Swedish and U.S. models for environmental awareness and sustainability--the perfect
hybrid for business opportunities and jobs!
Lars Ling, Founder and CEO of CleanTech, discusses the
importance of knowledge exchange between Sweden and the
U.S. in order to ensure a sustainable future.
In front of us we have a very bright
future, a future that holds one of
the world’s biggest business and
sustainable development opportunities
ever. Sweden and the United States are
change makers, creating good examples
that inspire the whole world. During his
last visit to Sweden, President Obama
once again reaffirmed the close ties and
partnership that exists between Sweden
and the U.S.
Sweden plays a key leadership role on the
international stage, including opening new
trade and investment opportunities through
The U.S.–EU transatlantic trade and
investment partnership, advancing clean
technologies, and promoting environmental
sustainability.
Over the next 37 years, the world’s
population is expected to grow by nearly
400,000 people a day, from present 7 billion
to upwards of 9 billion people by 2050.
That’s 2 billion more people who will need
food, water, energy and housing. Sweden
and The United States are in a great position
to address this opportunity to create jobs
and build smart, sustainable cities, regions

twenty years, the country has invested
billions of kronor (SEK) in renewable
energy and sustainable urban development
initiatives funded by the central government,
municipalities and private business.
After centuries as a poor agricultural nation,
Sweden is on it’s way to becoming a naturebased, high-tech society. Trees, along with
hydropower, wind and sun – have been
crucial resources in reducing Sweden’s
carbon emissions and driving renewal in
the cities and urban areas where nine out of
ten Swedes live. Today biofuel is Sweden’s
most important energy source, WITH 96% of
our waste either recycled or used as energy
to district heating systems and electricity.
Sweden has also been a strong voice at
environmental conservation summits in
Stockholm, Rio and Johannesburg, which
has helped the country’s high International
standing on environmental issues.

Sweden and The United
States are in a great position
to address this opportunity to
create jobs and build smart,
sustainable cities, regions

SACC New York founded the Green
Summit in 2008, and this year’s event on
October 23, From Farm to Fork will focus
on one of the most important challenges the
global community faces: how are we going
to provide healthy and fresh food to those 9
billion people?
This is also one of the biggest business
opportunities. The best speakers and
professionals will gather in New York to
discuss, debate and exchange ideas, one
of the most exciting trends I see Is that the
venture capitalists and investors in places
like Silicon Valley and elsewhere around
the world are starting to invest more in
organic and locally produces food.
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to upwards of 9 billion people by 2050.
That’s 2 billion more people who will need
food, water, energy and housing. Sweden
and The United States are in a great position
to address this opportunity to create jobs
and build smart, sustainable cities, regions
and countries in the process. To underscore
this point, Sweden was recently voted
the World’s most Sustainable Country
according to a report by the sustainability
investment firm Robecosam. Sweden
Earlier this year Sweden was singled out as
one of the next Nordic Supermodels by the
Economist Magazine.
An Environmental Leader
Sweden has long been on the vanguard
of environmental awareness. In 1885, the
country’s love of nature led to the start of
the Swedish Tourist Association (STF) to
facilitate tourism based on natural and
cultural experiences. In 1892 The Outdoor
Promotion Association (Friluftsfrämjandet)
was founded, and In 1909, THE Swedish
Society for the Conservation of Nature
(Naturvårdsföreningen) was established
to help channel public interest for the
environment. Sweden’s commitment to
environmental protection has continued
to grow by leaps and bounds. In the last

”

Sweden and The United
States are in a great position
to address this opportunity to
create jobs and build smart,
sustainable cities, regions
and countries.

Sweden’s history is strong when it comes
to innovation and creativity, in fact our
innovations were very competitive during
the Industrial revolution and continue to
be so two hundred years later. The United
States has also been very strong on
innovation and creativity, as well as being
extremely good at sales, packaging and
marketing products and services. These
are areas where Sweden and the U.S.
could join forces to sell, promote, develop
and finance green sustainable innovations,
together creating good examples that
inspire and address the environmental
challenges in the world, reducing poverty
and creating jobs.
Focusing on the Challenges of the
Global Community
Sweden’s vision is to contribute to worldleading solutions for a sustainable future.

of the most exciting trends I see Is that the
venture capitalists and investors in places
like Silicon Valley and elsewhere around
the world are starting to invest more in
organic and locally produces food.
Sweden and the U.S. can continue to
innovate and be leaders when it comes to
developing clean technologies that inspires
the rest of the World. Green Solutions
Green Solutions
This in turn will create jobs, sustainable
cities, regions and countries for generations
to come.

Lars Ling is the CEO & Founder
of Swedish company CleanTech
Region. Mr. Ling is a promoter
of global cleantech enterprise,
delivering
green solutions and
services such as focused technology
transfer and systems integration, as
well as localization and outsourcing
services. Mr. Ling is frequently
engaged as an inspirational speaker,
lecturing on the topics of cleantech
and sustainability.
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